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00,000 TONS
NORSE SHIPS
REQUISITIONED

Government Charters Scan-
dinavian Sailing Ves-
sels for War Work.
FOR WHEAT TRANSPORT

As Many as Possible Will
Be Used to Take Grain

Four hundred thousand tons oi
Norwegian sailing vessels have
been takem over by the United
States Shipping Board, it was
announced last night, by charter.

As many as possible will be
used to transport Australian and
Argentine wheat to the allies.
Others will be used generally in
their present trade with Aus-
tralia, South America and Africa

JAP SHIPS READY SOON.

Announcement was made also
by the board that the newly char-
tered Japanese ships® would be
available in May, when they will
be loaded with coal at Nagasaki
for Chile, whence they will bring
nitrates to the United States be-
fore being assigned definitely.

The Norwegian sailing ships
were taken over in order to conm-
frol fireight rates and character
of freight. The board already had
considerable power over these
in its authority to grant
or refuse clearance to them, but
its control will mow be complete.

v L".".‘l"l“

MOST ON THE ATLANTIC. |

\ large number of the char-
tered sailing vesels are from 4,000
to 5000 tons. Most of the lot are
on the Atlantic, with a few on the
Pacific in the Australian trade.

Their value, it was said,
was only about a third of steam-
ships, ton for ton of capacity, as
they require about three times as
long lor passage.

D. C. FIREMEN WIN
TWO-PLATOON SYSTEM

Fire Department Will Number 500
Men by New Act.

war

l.eaving to the discretion of the
Commissioners the regulation of the
on and off hours of the members of
the fire depar.ment, the House yes-
terday passed the two-platoon sys-
tem.

This will bring the firefighters of

the local department up to more
than 500 men and add $212,000 a
re#r to the operaling expenses.
But when considered with the

amount of new bul dings, govern-
ment properties, etc., now finished
or contemplated, the added expense
i= infinites/mal in the opinion of the
advocates of the bill

The Commissioners are directed
to appoint men enough to allow
the two-shift plan to be put in
operation. The bill does not in any
way effect =alaries, sick or disabil-
ity leave or interfere with any city
ordinance.

Advertising Talks |

(For Advertiser and Reader.)

The Service man of a Real
Estate firm in New York City,
in speaking of
their advertis-
ingpoﬁcy.mid:
“We believe our
success is only

.a sample of

Traits of All Allies
llllh-!._d!n—v

Gen. Pershing's mien have
“the endurance of the Eng-
lish, the charge of the French
and the ‘pep’ that belongs to
Americans alone.”

P This was the description of
the United States expedition-
ary forces by Lieut. Danlel C.
Roper, jr., in a letter from
France to his father, Danlel
C. Roper, Commissioner of
Internal Revenue. L

“Your faith is well placed
in the American soldisrs”
Lieut. Roper wrote.

GOMPERS' PLEA
SENT LABOR IN
MOONEY CASE

Proposed Walko;l-t in Pro-

|

ring Appeal.
LEGAL"® AID PROMISED

Action li‘ollows' Senator's
Revelation that May |
Strike Is Planned.

An uppesl to organized labor nol
to walk out in a general strike that
would prejudice the interests of
American soldiers in France and risk
disaster in the war was issued to-
night by Samuel Gompe:s, president
of the American Federation of La-
bor, following the sensational speech
of Senator Poindexter vesterday. The
Gompers siatement reads
“The machinations of the prosecu-
tion in the M 4 trial ju the
dudginent that he was found guiity
on perjured evidence; It ls greatly
regrettable that the California courts
refused to conslder this claim which
was discovered since the. trial.
“Every legnl action has been and
| wilk be taken by the bora fide labor
movement of the ["nited States to se-
cure justice for Mooney. Any at;
tempt to incite a strike of the work-
ers of a trade or industry of a lo-
lcnlity. State or of the nation is mot
only violative of the laws of the na-
tional and international unions of
| America, but is repugnant to the
rights and interests of the workers
| themselves,

Prejudicinl to Fighters.
Such an attempt either to Incite
ior order a local or general strike
'i= unjustifiable and dangerously pre-
{Judicial to the iives of our sons and
:hmthers fizhting in France for the
-!mfely of the home, freedom and de-
| mocracy the world over, In addi-
i thon, such an agitation as has been
| inaugurated can only react against
| Mooney, ‘
f“Men of labor, ict ps, with all Mir-
minded citizens, endeavor to secure
Justice for Mooney, but let us put
forth our efforts on a line that wil?
insure commendation, not condemna-
tion coupled with failure."™

Slination Lald Before Senste.

Evidence that the labor leaders
are planning a general strike to
force the release of Thomas Mooney,
now under death sentence in Cali-
. fornla, in connection with the dyna-
| miting owtrage, was laid before the
Senate yesterday by Senator Pein-
dexter, of Washington.

It is planned to call the strike on
May 1, according to the informa-
tion in the Senator's possession.
Labor unions in Seattle already have
been asked to take a referendum on
the question. The strike, If called.
would be continued until Mooney
and his co-defendant are set free.

Senator Poindexter bitterly de-
nounced the movement as traitorous
and seditious. He characterized it
as an attempt to blackmail the gov-
ernment by shutting off the supply
of articles needed for the war. He
asserted that the movement to free
Mooney originated in Russia and
was carried to that country by agi-
tators from San Francisco and

CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR.

EXPERTS WILL TEST
FAITH, CONCRETE SHIP

Will Go to San Francisco on Er-
rand This Week.

Omficial lests of the Faith, first con-
crete ship for trans-Atlantic service,
will be made by a committee of the
Emergency Fleet Corporation, it was

R. J. Wig, chief engineer of the di-
vision of eoncrete construction of the
Emergency Fleet Corporation, ordered
the tests and the following have been
named a committee of experts: F. K.
MeMillan and H. 8. Loeffler, engi-
neers, and L. Brush, naval architect.

This committee wil! leave Washing-

|
|

test Brings Leader's Stir-

TWO DISTRICTS
REACH QUOTA
[N LOAN DRIVE

St. Louis and Mmneapolis
Both Reach Liberty
" Loan Goal.
ONE-HALF QUOTA HERE
Liberty Day Parade Will
Help Complete Wash-

ington Share.

r

Two Federal reserve districts, Si.
Louis and Minneapolis, vesterday
raced under the wire with their full
quota subscribed to the Third Liberty
Loan so close together that Treasury
officials could not decide which had
the honor of going over the top first.

8t. Louls, with a quota of ¥130,000,-
o0, has been consistently showing the
entire country its heels in the race
to oversubscribe the loan, while Min-
neapolis, whose quota is $106,000,000,
has kept close behind. OMcial fig-
ures from neither district had been
recelved by the Treasury Department
last night and the announcement was
based on their unofficial figures sent
by wire.

Latest reports on the total for the
country show subscriptions of $1,4%0,.-
55,50 up to the beginning of busi |
yvesterday morning, while based on
unofficial figures, last night it is be-
lieved the country is well on toward
the 3$2,000,000,000 mark.

Washingtou Comes Sireng.

Washington, with more than half
its quota of $13,000,000 subscribed, ear-
Iy yesterday morning, when officlal
figures showed that its total stood at
$i,515,800 last night, was estimated to
have hoosted its sales well over the
$7.000000 mark, and the bond sales-
men throughout the city put renewed
vigor into thelr work. =

Fifty thousand liberty bond buyers
are wanted to march In the liberty
2: parade that ;nu take place Fri-

afterncon at 2 o’ . and bankgs
throughout the ety ~deeep
their doors until 9 o'clock each night
#ntil Friday in order that every one
| may have an opportunity to get their
bonds and be in. the parade. Only
bongtholders will march,

Reports made to the Liberty Loan
Committe: of the District covering
subscriptions to the third liberty loan
pledged up to the close of business
Saturday, show a tolal of $5373.250,
from 27,208 individuals, In six of the
larger government departments. Al
of these subscriptions lave not yet|
been cleared through the banks, and |
therefore do not appear In the official
total for the District, but the figurea
indicate the progress which is being
made by the liberty loan workers In
the government departments,

Six Banner Departments,

The six departments Included in the
above figures are: War Department, |
with £.250,100, from K178 subscribers;
Food Administration, $1.073,000, from
1,142 subscribers: Treasury Depart-
ment, $757.,100, from 7,287 scubscribers;
Interior, 2834, from 253 subscrib-
ers: Navy Yard, $£40060, from 6.4%
sihscribers, and the Emergency Fleet
Corporation. #1565, from 1.720 sub-
scribers,

A large proportion of the subserip-
tions reported by the War Depart-
ment and the Food .Administration
will not be credited to Washington,
although subecribed by persons em-
ployed here, since many of the large
subscriptions Are being  eleared
through banks in other cities.

The navy yard is in the lead of ail
the large departments reporting thus
far., in percentage »f subscriptions
to number of employes, a total of
6,42 of the 9,000 workers at the ward
having bought bonds, making a per-
centage of T2

Laber Rally Planned.

A big rally for employes of the De-
partment of Labor is to be held at 2:30
this afternoon, when FEugene E.
Thompson, of the Liberty Loan com-
mittee, {s to be the principal speaker.
Patriotic music will be provided by
the Marine Band.

More than $100,000 in liberty bond
subscriptions were taken in hy the of-
ficial salea car of the street sales com-

CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE

RICHTHOFEN BURIED
WITH FULL HONORS

Germany's Best Flyer Awarded 80
Victories in Berlin.

London, April 22.—The German air
“ace,” Baron von Richthofen, was
buried today with military honors be-
hind the British front on the Somme,
according to word from correspond-
ents’ headquarters in the West. The
famous German fiyer, who oniy yes-
terday was reported by Berlin to have
brought down his seventy-pinth apd
_e:llhl:mh. opponents Baturday, was

He was the commander of the Ger-
man pursuit squadron of battle ajr-
pl and ded Capt. Boelcke
upon the latter's death, as the “star
fiyer” of the German army,

Steel Ship Off Ways
In Fifty-five Days

A new stecl shipbuilding record has
been made by the Skinner & Eddy
Company, of Seattle, the BShip-

Board announced last night. The
Beattle firm telegraphed word of the
Jlaunching of £80-ton West Lianga,

| the .peneral prhlic but his

Schwab’s New Job
Pleases Churchill

Winston Churchilt,  British
minister of munitions, cabling
felicitations today to Charles
M, Schwab on the latter's ap-
pointment as director general
of the shipbuilding program of
America, said:

“] am delighted to learn of
your appointment, which will
enable you to turn your won-
derful energy and unique ex-
perience to an urgent and vital.
task, Remembering our work
together at the admiralty at the
beginning of thé war and the
way In which you surmounted
every difficulty and successfully
completed every undertaking.
I feel complete confidence now,
All good wishes.” *

GERMAN PRESS
PREDICTS FALL
OF KUEHLMANN

Foreign Minister 'Deceived
Public on Turco-Bul-

gar Crisis.

RUMANIANS FIGHT TURK

Helfferich and Admiral Von
Hintze Named for
Post.

Bo acute has the Balkan situation be-
come that the fall of the German
foreign minister, Von Kuehlmanp, is
freely predicted in the German press.
Conflict between Turkey and Rumania
as well as between Turkey and Bul-
garia is reported. Rumania and
Ukraine are also at odda. Von Kuehl-
mann, it is charged, decelved not omly

periors with assurances that all woul
be well in the Balkans

Newnpaperg Outspoken.

*“Yon Kuchlmann must get out as
soon as the negotiations at Bucharest
have come to an end,” says the Rhen-
ish and Westphalian Gaseite. The
paper adds that in sending for Helffer-
ich to help him out in the Balkans
Von Kuehlmann confessed his inepti-
tude for handling the far grester and
more important negotiations which
must one day be taken up on the
West.

At Bucharest,” the paper concludes,
“everything must be begun over
again.”

This is taken to mean that the pres-
ent negotiations there have come 10
an impasse over the division of the
Dobrudia, between Rumania and Bul-
zaria, the {lvision of Bessarabia, be-
tween Rumania and the Ukraine, the
disposal of Constanza on the Black
Sea, and the determination of the strip
of territory claimed by hoth Bulgaria
and Turkey along the Adrianople-De-
deagaich railway.

The Berliner Boersner Zellung, us-
ually wise in political affairs, goes so
far as to declare that Kuehlmann is
already out and that he will be sue-
ceeded hy either Helfferich or Admirz!
Von Hinlze, present German minister
to Norway.

Von Kuchimann INY

&
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NEW DRIVE BY
HALTED ENENY

iCaptured Captain Says They
Must Win to Hold Pop- |

ulace in Line.

NO CHANCE TO SURPRISE

Germans May Resume Of-
fensive on American- |

Held Toul Front.

French military ecritics are unani-!
mous in predicting a prompt renewal
of the German offensive. They base
| their predictions an the statemenis of
captured German officers. A type of
such statements 18 this by a captured
German captain: .

“If we do not obtain our offensive ob-
jectives by the end of May it will be
useless (o further attempt to drug the':
public opinion of Germany with talk!
of success." '

This French opinion was mumed1
in summaries of French press com-l
ment received here vesterday. While
predicting the prompt renewal of thei
GGerman grand attack, the Echo "de ]
Paris calls attention to the fact that |
this time the offensive cannot be |
launched with the initinl advantage of
surprise. Throughout the length of
the British, Frerch and American
lines, the paper siys, there are Beil-
glan, British, Purtuguese, French,
American and Italian troops in ample |

numbers to meet any first German
thrust.
The Petit Parisien declares that

whereas the object of the just ended
drive was to separate the allies, it has
had the exactly opposite effect,

Every Dollar You Have Would
Be Too Small a Price to Pay for
World Liberty.

TTACKS
FRENCH AWAIT BRITISH GAIN IN LOCAL

- FRAYS WHILE BIG GUNS
FORETELL HUN ATTACK

-
-
|

U.5. TROOPS
IN HAND-T0-
HAND FIGHT)

Details of Saturday’s Battle NCE

Series of Successful Raids Carried
Out in Central Sector By
- Haig’s Men.

FOE’S NEW AIM?

in American Sector
Reported.

HUNS USE LIQUID FIRE
Americans Used Fists in
Driving Back Hun
Troops.

By BERT FORD.

With the American Army in
France, April 22—The report sent

London, April 22—Qnly local

'late today.
ever, foreshadowed an
scale.
| At the same time the guns of

< The city of Amiens has bee
commander in the field concern-

ing the gallantry of an inferior
force of Americans in driving off
1,200 German shock troops in the|
battle at Scicheprey om the sector!
northwest of Toul closes as fol-
lows: i

“Our troops were overwhelmed:

ments,

In somec quarters simultancous
| and beiore Amiens are looked for.
On both sides of Lens, in the

| bombardment in the last twenty-four hours.
magnificent old cathedral, already damaged by previous bombard-

FRESH ASSAULTS LOOKED FOR.

War Department Experts Here Explain
Probability of Enemy Making
This Move.

operations, all with favorable re

| A

{ sults to the British, had been reported from the Flanders front up to
Incteasing artillery activity along the whole line, how-
carly resumption of the struggle on a large

both sides were fiercely active in

Picardy, where the German forces have been heavily re-enforced,

| while the allied lincs also haw e 3 gLz
!to American headquarters by thel, o incs also have been greatly strengthened during the

n subjected to a vigorous German
Their shells struck the

fresh German assaults in Flandcrs

central sector of the British front,

placed in a pocket by the German Flanders and Picardy wedges,

Offensive Perfects Co-operation.
“Never,” says the Petit Parisien,
“have allies stogd more firmly to-

numbets, but they fought to a

finish."

iby the superiority of the enemy’s|

| British reconnoitering troops displayed marked activity, conducting
{a series of successful raids which gained for them prisoncers and
machine guns. i

lm.m more powerful Ues.

e “enemy.” %I (it‘r?

man offensive has perfected the e2-
operatirn among us and among our
troops as nolhirg else could have
done.” H

Reports to British officers here indi-
cate quiet throughout the west front.
The French reporta also show nothirg
more than raids and artillery aetivity.
The French communique again refers
to activity on the Toul sector and says !
that the French and Americans have
regained afl the trenches captured by
Germafl  storm troops. l

It is pointed out that the Toul sector |
has peen the most active on the front
for seventy-two hours., This indicates |
that it may be the scene of the re-
newal of the German effort.

Predicied a Week Ago.

| Such a development was predicted
a week ago. It was pointed out then
that the logical place for the Ger-
mans to turn their attention to was
the junction between French and
American forces after they had tried
the junction hetween the French and
British, and the Rritish. Belgians and
Portuguese. It was then stated thag
{the attack at Toul or in Lorrnine
would be postponed until the Germuns
had cleaged up either the Ypres or
Arras sallent.

The course of the battle has ex-
actly followed thiz prediction during
the week and seems now to be fur-
ther fulfilling it. The Germans frst
tried and failed to wipe out the Ypres

“Is Von Kuchimann's a ced lient
‘indispositipn’ the usual official pre-

lude te his dismissal™ the paper

asks,

The semi-officlal Norddeutsche All-
gemeine Zeitung nlone declares that
there is no cause for Von Kuehl-
mann's replacement. This paper nev-
ertheless confirms the previous state-
ments that Helfferich was summoned
to the conference at German great
headquarters for the sole purpose of
di ing the e i tangle™
which has obtruded itself into the
relations between Germany and Bul-
garla. This economic tangle has
been previously deseribed as pressure
from Berlin to force Bulgaria to dis-
gorge the territory demanded by Tur-
key as her price for entering the
world war under threat of with-
holding Bulgaria's share of the Do-
b

rudja.

All of the German papers are re-
markably frank in their assertion
that the German efforts to straighten
the Balkan tangle have provem a
miserable fizxzle. They further as-
sert that this fallure is the frequent
subject of discussion In the highest
official and political circles,

The importance of. trouble in the
Balkans (o Germany at this time
cannot be overestimated In the view
of diplomats and officials here. A
local conflict there would upset all
of Germany's plans for conquests in
the East and would send glimmering
the government’s promises to the peo-
ple of relief from the food shortage
as soon as the resources of this re-
gion can be organized,

Skinner Reaches London
To Sit on Allied Council

James H. Skinner, of St, Paul, has
arrived in London and will sit on the
Inter-allied Council as the repr

, from which the Rritish part-
ly withdrew in order to save its
base, Likewise the next German af-
tack was directed at Givenchy in an
effort to break down the Arras sa-
lient toward Bethune. Both these
operations ‘having app®rently been
brought to a fruitless stop, many
observers believe that the Toul sece
tor will be next and 'that the Ger-
mans are developing there a process
of feeling out its defenders.

“But,” cautions a Canadian vet-
eran of Ypres, “you won't get any-
one to make a prediction as to where
the next attack is going to be. No-
body here knows. If we did know
we wouldn't tell.”

WAR AGAIN URGED
ON BULGAR AND TURK

Showdown Sought by Senator Bran-
degee’s Bill for Today.

Senator Brandegee, of Connecticut,
wants to bring the matter of declaring
war against Turkey and Bulgaria to a
showdown.

He put in a resolution yesterday
calling on the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee to give early consideration to
the King re=olution declaring war on
the two countries, and to make a re-
port to the Senate.

The original resolution was intro-
duced about a month ago hy Senator
King, of Utah, and was referred to the
Foreign Relations Commjttee. Since
then nothing has been heard of it on
the floor of the Senate,

Many Senators consider it an entirely
anomalous situation that this country
should be at war with Germany and
Austria-Hungary and not at war with
Turkey and Bulgaria. It is said the
administration is not now in faver or

tive of the United States Food Ad-

ministration,

RH- will be associated with Lord
hondda, Great Britain;

M. Bort, France, and Signor Greapt,
aly.

Belgian Church Bells Now Safe.
Am - \

& m:terdln. April 22.—A <dispatch

it is learned there that as a re-

sult of mediation by the Pope Em-

peror William :‘-m that no

moTe m u

.
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bells shall be

Details of the battle show that
the Cermans shot liguid fire al
the Americans at close range.
Every German shock company in-
cluded eight men armed with con-
trivances for shooting the vicious
flames. They wused them at al
range oi thirty feet. The rrscr\'cg

|

GUARDING OF
RUSSIAN RAIL
10 AID SWEDEN

'Allied Watch on Kola Sys-
tem May Foil Hun's De-

companies each had one liquid
fire expert.
Huns Picked Treops. .
The latest reports show that the
main German attacking force was
made up by picked men from the
%5th Regiment, with shock and gre- |
nade troops as ‘‘flankers.” H 3 :
It §s officially admitted that the (‘rl-lr Slgn on Fll'llal'ld.
gagement was the severest in which *
American troops have yel taken part. | Scandinavia and Northern
From wounded Americans now lying | wiatis e, walehbag Witk

in an evacuation hospita' it s learned ! i t
. =t 1t} -
that the Americans chased the Lrﬂ-»[do"“ nterest the operation of. the

mans through ruined houses when |allied forces just reported as pro-
they recaptured the village of Seiche-'tecting the Mourmansk railway
prey after an all-day l’mtt:. Ameri- | trom Kola and Archangel to Petro-
AN And Germane STEREd ars e [ETed. The Swedes particularly ap-
rooms of houses partly demolished by preciate that this operation may
the enemy’s artillery. effectunily destroy the
Sammies Used Fista, plan= for Finland which Sweden re-
Americans  finding themselves ma-lnrds as a serious menace to her
armed fought their German opponents lagwn interests.

with their fists. | It was explained at the State De-
Among the wounded Germans at a |

the

German

the '

hospital behind our lines is one who Partment yesterday that the same
a fourth by pulling a wire exploding  port and railway as are being taken
a string of grenades after calling f0r |, yigqivastok. In the North, how-
whom he then victimized. The fact
that he has not heen killed after this lanfled to reinforce British marines
| which have been in for months, are
gpirit of the Americans even in the
heat of battle. Incidentally this Ger-
Traffic Now Small
American hospital. Little worry is felt at the State De-
German casuslties In Saturday’s bat-
3 | ;
and 400 and Americhn losses were be- | plics belonging to Americans being got
tween 20 and 0.

While no official, announcement 28, o4 owlsdge their indebtedness for
to the battle was fforthcoming from It was explained that whe
derstood that thif information was | the normal capacity of the Trans-
contained in a p minary report of | Siperian Railway is about 3¥ cars a
noon from Gen. Pefshing. : " .

= single small train, can now be moved.

No further detail f the battle are Fortunately the question of the good

be raised. The allies have taken the

is stated, was pro position that they are unwilling to let
BAKER To T SENATE | they may fall into the hands of the
| enemy. As German armies are still re-

G-Amimﬂed to be menacing both Moscow

=R L |plk*u. if moved in, is a very real one.

| .Allled control of the Arctic ports, it

40 Y. than has been that at Viadivostok.

ears. I'I"'h@ British marines who have been

Secrelary Baker's cram for en-| have been welcomed by the Bolsheviki

¥ Al 'and have done extremely effective
the Flanders and Picardy campaigns |ihe White and Red guards in the ter-
will be placed before the House !-llll-! ritory where they are engaged.

Expectal ary on the size of the
army -he Sar!re\qufal. from 2,500,000 to Reinforcements were sent to those
members of the commiliee are that a
ralse in draft ages will be asked, too,

killed three Amerigans and wounded | steps are being taken on the Kola
= y Americans
aszistance from the very merica ever. British snd French forces,
dinbolical trick testities to the humane
co-operating with the Bolsheviki
man prisoner is still belligerent at the
{le at Seicheprey totaled between 3 | Partment over the passtbility of Suy-
r ten out of reach before the Bolsheviki
the government I night. it is un- | them.
the battle received vesterday “"“'ldny. not more than 30 or 4 cars, &
said to have been grontained In the | o 5y of the Bolsheviki has not had to
report. More compl@e information, it
llhm supplies into territory whers
OF PI.AN FOR | and Petrograd the danger to the sup-
Draft Age Limit May Be Raised to | is learned. has been far more complete
!here and along the railway for months
larging the army, and his opinion on| Lo oo Seeveating & S i
tary Affairs Committee today. | Weumld Establivh U-Boat Bases.
twice that number. Advance tips to
with the ages from 21 to 4 most fre-

& war declaration inst Turkey and | Quently mentioned.

Bulgaria. Y Mr. Baker will place the facts before
The vesol sent up by 8 the ittee so that it can begin

Brandegee will come up for idera- | Work i diately on the annual army

tién today.
Misuse of Mails

Syracuse, April 22.—Alfred Baum-
gardt, of Albany, was brought here
late today for  arraignment in the
Federal court for alleged misuse of
the malls. Baumgardt was charged

having ‘expressed joy over the

appropriatien bill

Mob Lynches Negro
Accused of Murder

Fawdale, La., April 2 —Clyde Will-
lams, a negro, charged with shooting

death on a !French battle front of L. C. Thimas, a railroad agent, was
& son of m.mm.liywwsmu‘n. He was to
Q_M { y T, : humhuﬂm,ﬂ -
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marines, it was explained, because
thelr work had been Increased by the
threatening movement of the White
Guards of Finland, aided by the Ger-
mans, -These forces have moved up
closely to the old Finnish border and
in ®ome points have crossed into Rus-
sin. Repofts received here indicate,
however, that they have been
vented from interfering with the rall-
WAY.

It is understood here that one of
the terms of the German agreement
with the Finnish White Guard in-
volves their anssistance in a German
effort to control the Arctic portz and
establish submarine bases there. 1If
such i= the purpose of the present
movement, it ja stated, the allies have
undouitedly taken ample measures
to defeat .

it

e

Strenx At . Neamil.

The encmy’s heaviest concenirauons
cof guns and men have been mnoled
along the southern side of the north-
Yern wedge and along the northern side
of the southern sallent, indicating that
Hindenburg will try to launch one of
his favorite pioneer drives when ithe
great batile is reopened. The objec-
|tive of such a movement would be the
| British Arras-Lens front
{ To the morth of Albert. the pivot of
| the northern leg of his Amiens wedge
‘the enemy delivered a strong local a1-
(inck last night against the British po-
i sitlons around Mesnil, three and =
thalf miles above Albert. In the initial
}mah a British advanced position was
joverrun, but Haig's troops were quick
to come back in a counter thrust and
after heavy fighting the British lines
| were not only restored but tmproved

Freach Front Quiet,

At Villers-Brettoneux. nine miles al-
most due east of Amicns and Robeos
inear the point of the German wedge 1n
‘1he north, the British also rounded ou

| their positions in succestul local op-
crations.

Along the French front the situation
hud been generally quiet up to the

| ime the official day reports were is-
=ucd. French troops beat off German
| =urprise attacks eanst of Rheims and
on the cast bank of the Avie Around
the village of Thennes, near Haugard-
en-Santerre, the Germans again sut-
lered a loes! reverse, the French tak-
Mg prisoners

| Present oﬁ.-iu- the Lant.

The zroup of army officers, detafied
| by the War Invpartment to aunalyne
jthe war strategy as it develops day

ay, resvived information yesterday
which fed to unanimous agreement on
{lwo guestions heretofore doabtful. It
] WS npreesd

1. That bevond doubt the present
offensive of the German army is the
l.Ism--t great offensive they can launch
unless the allies fail to achicve wie-
tory within flive years

2  Failure of the Germans to spint
the line at the point where the Belgian
nnd British forces are joined, and the
increasing strength of the Gorman's
“fecling out™ taclies on the front
south of Verdun, coupled with infor-
mution of a confidential nature, give
the allics ample grounds for expecting
that the third phase of the German
oftensive will be fought out in esstern
France, at the sbuthern part of the
line, where American troops are sia-
tioned

Kuiser's Stremgth Wnewn.

The bearings of published infor-
mation upon the foregoing con-
clusions were explained by a prom-
inent army official. He said: “From
figures obtained by American agents
in many quarters we have reached
definite conclusjons of tLhe exact
strength of the Kaiser's forces. We
have had these figures for soms
time and have been grutified to find
that more recent information tal-
lies almost exactly with the facts
gathered previous to the drive

“From the figures of =strength,
and the known probability of losses
we now know beyond doubt that
the German nation can not put am
equal force of men into the fleld
agaln unless the war drags along
for five years more. There have
been many surprises in the war,
but one of the most #iMcult theories
to support is that Germany can en-
dure the great strain of war for five
years more,

dally grown stronger~in support of:
©ONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR.
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